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fact that the agony of mind caused by my failure was enhanced
by remembrances of the opinion that my father formed of me
and my inability to learn at school. I think I am right in
saying that I tell in My Confessions of terrible insomnias and of
a demon who whispered in my ear that it would be no use my
turning to literature; my failure would be as great there as
it had been in painting."

He not only failed in painting; he failed as a seducer of women,
failed as a dramatist, and so feared failure as a novelist that,
having attained to a measure of success, he gave it up and devoted
himself to what he tried to deceive people into thinking a new
form of literary expression.

Frank Harris relates how, in the early 'eighties, Oscar Wilde
convinced him that " to write about himself whenever he got the
opportunity was the successful line to adopt, at any rate in a
democracy." Possibly Moore got the idea from Harris, whom he
met some time before writing Confessions of a Toung Man\ in any
case, they all had the publicity methods of Charles Reade as an
example. Like Reade, Moore laid hold of every available handle
of controversy on publishing a novel, and successfully forced
himself upon public notice, and when he gave up novel-writing,
he devoted himself to writing interminably about himself, partly
because his vanity was his most absorbing occupation, partly
because he hoped to inveigle his readers into assessing him at his
own valuation. For while no man is so remarkable as persistent
flattery can delude him into regarding himself, it is equally
true that the masses are so gullible that they conceive greatness
in anybody who, in his littleness, shouts loudly enough that he
is great. Thus, by sheer perseverance in his vanity, Moore came,
from being tolerated as an amusing and rather absurd eccentric,
to be acclaimed as a genius; the last thirty years of his life were
devoted to the elaboration of a legend about himself, constructed
with the bricks and mortar of his vanity, and his supreme
achievement lay in his inducing admirers to accept the legend.
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